Some Fresh Ideas to Welcome 1999 / What movers, shakers hope to see come true to ring in this
new year

By John J. Giuffo. STAFF WRITER



THERE' S A PROM SE that conmes with the changi ng of cal endars, tossing out 1998
and opening up 1999. In that spirit, these prom nent Long |slanders offer their
resolutions for the fresh start that comes with the New Year

Shelter |sland Supervisor Gerald Siller said his resolution is to continue
maki ng i nprovenments to his small island.

One of the first things on his agenda: Mwve town hall out of the small brick
building it has inhabited since 1932 and into a larger building right next door
"We've outgrown it trenmendously,"” Siller said of the town center. But not so nuch
that the supervisor doesn't answer the phones hinself on occasion.

Inall, 21 projects are on the table for 1999, Siller said, and that's unusua
for Suffolk County's snallest town, of 2,200 year-round residents. -- -- --

The ranki ng doctor of the bel eaguered St. John's Episcopal Hospital in Smthtown
said he resolves to remenber the inportance of the past

Dr. Augustus Mantia, physician executive of St. John's, said his New Year's
resolution is "to have the Hippocratic oath bronzed and put in ny office as a
constant rem nder that we will sustain the enornopus progress we've nade in the |ast
several nonths .

The hospital canme under fire in May when governnent investigators issued a
scathing report on health care there, criticizing such things as staffing | evels and
cleanliness. The U S. Health Care Financing Adm nistration |last nonth told the
hospital it is no longer in danger of |osing Medicare and Medicaid financing because
it has made significant inprovenments in the quality of care since the report was
i ssued. -- -- --

Al Haaj Ghazi Y. Khankan, director of interfaith affairs for the Westbury
Islamic Center, said his resolution is to work to get the news nedia to stop
associating Islamwi th terrorism

"The term Islamic terrorism has been so nmuch abused and m sused, as if
terrorismhas a religion," he said. "If Jews or Christians do a terrorist attack, we
do not call it Jewi sh terrorismor Christian terrorism. . . terrorismis
terrorism" -- -- --

This was a tough year for Long Island farmers, with prices |low for crops such as
pot at oes, according to Joe Gergel a, executive director of the Long Island Farm
Bur eau.

Lower profit margins threaten the financial solvency of East End farmers, he
said, and that's why he made his New Year's resol ution to "work even cl oser than we
have with the state legislature and the congress to take steps to insure that our
farns are profitable.”

Gergel a said that even though East End farners were "bl essed" with the passage
of the Farm Preservation Act referendumin Novenber, which will allow mllions of
dollars to be allotted to buy farm and for the next 10 years, if the business
envi ronnent doesn't inprove, he said, "we're gonna have a | ot of open space but not
too many farnmers." -- -- --

One perennial resolution for the perennially busy is to take time to snmell the

perennials . . . er, roses
Davi d Ki |l mick, executive director of Bay Shore-based Long |Island Gay and
Lesbi an Youth Inc., said his resolution, |like many other Long |slanders' this New

Year, is to make an effort to appreciate his work nore.

"I tend to overextend nyself, and through my work | neet many great Long
I sl anders, and | want to take the time to really appreciate the people that I'm
nmeeting and the experiences that |I'm having."

Ki | mi ck has been busy lately. In addition to hel ping stage vigils in
remenmbrance of slain University of Wom ng student Matthew Shepard and sponsoring
weekly nmeetings for gay and | eshian teenagers at LIGALY's Bay Shore |ocation,

Ki | mick has | obbied for state hate crine |egislation and counsel s threatened gay
and | esbian teens and young adul ts one-on-one

But Kilmick's New Year's resolution wasn't all business. "It wouldn't be bad to
neet the man of ny dreanms," he said. -- -- --



Br ookhaven National Laboratory director John Marburger said his resolution is to
"be nore responsive to the comunity if we can. We need to shorten the ampunt of
time it takes to be responsive."

He is referring to criticisms from neighbors, especially after the lab
di scovered at the end of 1996 that water laced with radioactive tritiumhad escaped
froma holding tank into the ground beneath the |l ab. The Upton |ab cane under fire
for the way it handled that criticism



